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September 2020 

 

Hello Fellow Chippers, 

 

I hope everyone is doing well. I ask everyone to please try to 

make the time to attend and support our club by trying to make 

it to our virtual meetings. I know it’s not the same as being face 

to face, but at these testing times, the board of WHRC are 

working hard on keeping our club educational, fun, and exciting. 

I hope to see more of you on our next “gathering”. Our next 

board meeting will take place on September 12th, at 7pm, and 

our next general meeting will take place on September 19th, at 

7pm. 

 

Stay Safe, and Healthy, 

Sagi Salomon 
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Barbara, Pat, Gina, 
John, Jennifer 

 

Jean, Pat & Rue 
 

If anyone is missed, please let us know! 

Thank you to everyone that has volunteered to bring refreshments to our meetings. We will make 
adjustments as necessary if, and when, it is safe to schedule our meetings. We hope everyone 
stays safe and happy meanwhile. 

The Refreshment Chairman is Shanna O’Brien 

Ways and Means has nothing to report for September. That will not be changing for now, or any 
time soon.  We did drive by the trailer this month and look at it, and everything seems secure. 
We want to encourage members to attend to Zoom meetings and keep current on what we are able 
to present at this time. 
. 

Library 
Library is still closed while the Covid-19 crisis continues.  We will reopen when we can have  
meetings again. 

Shanna

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenstew.com%2Fattachments%2F22033-happy-anniversary-clip-art-gif.7245%2F&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenstew.com%2Fthreads%2Fhappy-anniversary-jane-and-walt.37568%2F&docid=RN84D2mrjXiZAM&tbnid=f
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August 1, 2020 
Call to Order:  19:00 
Correction or approval of Minutes: No minutes available. 
Report of Treasurer: Everything is in order. 
New Business: Per Virginia, regarding the show Los Angeles County has strict COVID 
– 19 rules for demonstrations. Dealers will get special rules for the show. We will 
email people that will attend the show. Barbara will contact the church. 
Auditor:  Virginia audited the books. We are in the black. 
Bulletin/Publisher - Melanie: Submit articles to publish in the WHRC Newsletter. 
Classes/ Workshops: Thalia has a series of videos from Don Norris on Soldering, 
Making a Bezel, various topic to hold a Zoom class, 10-2pm with half hour lunch.     
Courtesy and Hospitality: Not present at the meeting. 
Community Outreach: None due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
Corporate Administration: Not present at the meeting. 
Field Trips: On hold due to Covid-19.   
FRA: Inactive due to Covid-19. 
Librarian: Trailer is being checked on. 
Membership: Contacted by family that wants to join us and FRA. Thalia needs the 
family’s email address for additional details. 
Program: The Webber’s will present a lecture on Australia’s Diamond Mine on August 
15th  Society Meeting on Zoom. 
Publicity: CFMS – Ms. LaRue confirmed they received the Gem Show listing details 
and is added to the newsletter. 
Ways and Means: John and Shanna checking on inventory. 
Web Master: We are working on the Newsletter. 
Meeting Adjourned: 19:40 
 

 
I am sorry to report that the Don Norris videos I hoped to present for our next class do not play  
correctly. The separate 3-minute videos are faulty, and stop before they play through.  
 
I will have to find something else to present for future classes.  
There is no class for September. 
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August 15, 2020 -  Call to Order:  19:15 

Pledge of Allegiance – Virginia 

Correction or approval of Minutes: No minutes available. 

Report of Treasurer: No treasurers report available. 

Old Business:  None at the moment. 

New Business: None at the moment. 

Classes/ Workshops: Thalia will continue next month with Don Norris on torches, soldering and 

making a bezel video series. Please contact Thalia for details. 

Courtesy and Hospitality: No new updates. 

Community Outreach: Inactive at the moment.   

Corporate Administration: Debbie confirmed all insurance is up-to-date. Submitting tax information 

and will be announcing raffles for the Gem Show. 

Federation Director: Nothing to report.   

Field Trips: On hold due to Covid-19.   

FRA: Inactive at the moment. 

Historian: Nothing to report. 

Librarian: The trailer is in good condition. 

Membership: Virginia is keeping track of attendance via Zoom. 

Show Chairman: We are requesting a permit for the Gem Show in October. 

Ways and Means: Nothing to report. 

WebMaster: Working on Zoom sessions with Virginia. 

Program: The Webbers have a program on Pink Diamonds from the Argyle Mine. 

Meeting Adjourned: 20:20 

Secretary, 

Jewelry Boxes 

I was wondering if you could help jog my memory.  I was describing the gemstone  
Jewelry Boxes the husband wife team used to display at your show.  I thought the last 
name was Rosen but I can't find any web hits for the jewelry boxes with that.   
 She was the Lapidary and he was the silversmith.  They had one box that was Rutilated 
Quartz with etched Basenite or black Jade, another with a large Ammonite top center off 
the box lid on Turritella agate box.  Was amazing work.  I am sure with your immense 
knowledge you might remember them. 
Fred Ward 
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Just for Fun 
 

ABOUT THE SHOW 
We have a confirmed date of October 17, 2020 with the First United Methodist Church 
in West Hills.  Before the pandemic event of Covid19 we paid for our space and had 
started our plans.  April is the month for contracts to go out and start the ball rolling 
to have a good show.  So this year instead of sending out contracts we asked our vendors 
if they would do our show if the pandemic allowed.  We had an immediate YES response  
from 10 vendors, all from past years of doing our show.  They were advised about the  
possibility of the show being cancelled, and therefore contracts would be held up until 
the middle of September.  In the meantime there is still the need for publicity and that 
has already started.  Westways and CFMS have been notified and Mining Journal and 
Rock & Gen are next.  The flyers and raffle tickets will be available also. 
 
It is time for the membership to start getting their prizes done for the raffle.  The prize needs 
to be super sagifrajilistic this year so we can get publicity out on what we have to raffle and get 
people to want to come to a show that will be safe and worthwhile.  The publicity part will be 
getting pictures taken of the prizes to advertise with the show announcement.  Prizes  
should be of a value of at least $20.00 and something you would want, making it  
desirable to someone to want to buy a raffle ticket.  This is one of the ways the show is 
a money-maker for the organization. 
Sagi is the show chairman, I hope all will offer their assistance to him as it can be a daunting  
task for the first few times.  Offer early so you can do the area of your expertise. 
 
Virginia 
 
 

  P A E N I L A M R U O T T   Can you find these?     

  A Q E T I X E L U M A E I   agate opal     

  D U R E V L I S B E R T G   amethyst onyx     

  I A G O L D O R Y B S F E   ametrine pearl     

  A M Y A G A T E L Y T I R   apatite 

pra-
siolite     

  M A P P R S A P P H I R E   aquamarine quartz     

  O R S A U N S T O N Y X Y   beryl ruby     

  N I U T N B E R Y L C H E   diamond sapphire     

  D N M I A M E T R I N E E   garnet silver     

  A E S T A R S O P A L A D   geode tigereye     

  L R A E P L A P I S T P O   gold 

tourmali-
ine     

  E T I L O I Z A R P I R E   gypsum topaz     

  S U Q U A R T Z E O L E G   lapis ulexite     

                                      
  © Thalia Goldsworthy 8/2020               
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Lending a Hand 

Some people understand life better, And they call some of these people "retarded"... 

At the Seattle Special Olympics, nine contestants, all physically or mentally disabled, assembled at 
the starting line for the 100-yard dash. 

At the gun, they all started out, not exactly in a dash, but with a relish to run the race to the finish and 
win. All, that is, except one little boy who stumbled on the asphalt, tumbled over a couple of times, 
and began to cry. The other eight heard the boy cry. They slowed down and looked back. Then they 
all turned around and went back......every one of them. One girl with Down's Syndrome bent down 
and kissed him and said, "This will make it better." Then all nine linked arms and walked together to 
the finish line. Everyone in the stadium stood, the cheering went on for several minutes. 

People who were there are still telling the story... Why? Because deep down we know this one thing: 
What matters in this life is more than winning for ourselves. What matters in this life is helping others 
win, even if it means slowing down and changing our course. If you pass this on, we may be able to 
change our hearts as well as someone else's. "A candle loses nothing by lighting another candle" 

Source unknown 

RAISING  A  CABOCHON 
 
When a cabochon sits too low in a bezel, the bezel can hide a lot of the Stone.  The solution is to either 
sand down the bezel height or boost up the stone. But if you choose to raise it up, the question is what is the 
best material to use?  I was taught to use fine sawdust but now think that might be a problem when used in 
rings. I reason that rings will frequently get wet, which would cause the sawdust to swell in size and push 
the stone against the bezel.  Then when the sawdust dries out, the stone would be a little loose. 

In any case, I now prefer to insert a flat sheet to boost up my stones.  It can be a scrap of metal or some 
plastic from product packaging or old credit cards.  In either case, just cut a piece to loosely fit into the bezel 
and drop in the stone (with some dental floss) to check it's height. 
 
 TRANSPARENT CABS 
 
When bezel setting a transparent cabochon in silver, I usually cut out the back of the bezel to allow back-
ground light to show off the colors and patterns in the stone. If this is not possible or  
appropriate, I worry that the silver bezel will tarnish under the stone and will ruin its brilliance. What to do? 
 
My solution is one extra step before setting the stone. I place a piece of thin silver Mylar plastic  
under the stone to act as a mirror that will never tarnish.  Mylar is readily available in craft and gift wrap 
stores, or in a pinch from a party balloon supplier. You may even want to experiment with  
using colored or patterned Mylar (i.e. diffraction pattern) under some stones. 
 
Thank you to everyone that has volunteered to bring refreshments to our meetings. We will make adjust-
ments as necessary if, and when, it is safe to schedule our meetings. We hope everyone stays safe and 
happy meanwhile. 
 

FROM:  Learn New Jewelry Tricks and Techniques with Brad's Jewelry-Making Books: 
Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith 
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Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Incorporated 

Our organization, a non-profit corporation, was formed for educational and 
instructive purposes: to foster collection and study of minerals, to disseminate 
knowledge about them, to sponsor field trips to find them, to encourage the use 
of them in lapidary and faceting studies, etc.  And to have one whale of a good 
time doing those things with all of our friends. 
 
Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  Re-
freshments are at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Field trips are at various times throughout the month. Guests are always 
welcome to attend. 
 
Membership is open to interested applicants after they have attended at least 
two meetings.  Annual dues are due in November for the following year.  

 

Elected Officers/Directors 

President        Sagi Salomon                      Director At Large    Gene Berwager 

Treasurer        Barbara Bradbury              Director At Large    Lillian Berwager             

Secretary        Paty Mejorado.                    Director At Large    Larry Bradbury 

Corp. Adm.     Deborah Hirlinger                Director At Large    John & Shanna O’Brien 

                                                                    

Chairpersons and Appointed Positions 

Auditor…………………....Virginia Rotramel 

Bulletin Editor ……….……Melanie Demont 

Classes/Workshop……......................Open 

Courtesy/Hospitality…..…. Lillian Berwager 

Custodian ……………………Sagi Salomon 

Display/Education.……......................Open 

Federation Director…………......Gary Levitt 

Alternate Fed Director……..Maureen Levitt 

Field Trips……………………………...Open 

FRA…………………......Thalia Goldsworthy 

Historian………….…….......Gene Berwager 

 

Librarian…………………………...Shanna O’Brien 

Library Displays…………….................Committee 

Membership ………………. .…..Virginia Rotramel 

Parliamentarian………...………...……….….Open 

Programs …………………...………………...Open 

Publicity………………………........................Open 

Refreshments…….……...............Shanna O’Brien 

Shop …………………………….….….. Committee                                         

Show Chair………….……....…..Virginia Rotramel 

Ways and Means…………….……...John O’Brien 

Webmaster…………...............Thalia Goldsworthy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Material from Rock Chippings may be duplicated for non-commercial 
purposes with appropriate credits. For commercial use, individual authors 
must be contacted for approval. Articles lacking bylines have been gener-
ated by the bulletin staff. Direct other questions to the Editor online to: 

www.rockchippers.org - or by mail to:  

WHRC Chippings Editor P. O. Box 205 Woodland Hills, CA 91365 



Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, Inc. 
MEMBER OF CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES 

P.O. BOX 205, Woodland Hills, CA 91365 

 

Address exchange Bulletins to:   Editor at above address 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthumb1.shutterstock.com%2Fdisplay_pic_with_logo%2F2633506%2F378184990%2Fstock-vector-march-month-name-lettering-with-branches-and-young-leaves-vector-illustration-378184990.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fww
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.soara.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fjune-month-sun.inline-vertical-300x196.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.soara.org%2F2016%2F06%2Fsoara-june-activities%2F&docid=54r4I2Do6a2X7M&tbnid=0wHGu-qCcE-OdM%3A
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.soara.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fjune-month-sun.inline-vertical-300x196.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.soara.org%2F2016%2F06%2Fsoara-june-activities%2F&docid=54r4I2Do6a2X7M&tbnid=0wHGu-qCcE-OdM%3A

